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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE (Premises) 

 

HEARING PROCEDURE 

 

1. The Chair will open the hearing and ask Members of the Sub- Committee and officers 

present to introduce themselves.  

 

2. The Chair will ask all parties to the proceedings to introduce themselves. 

 

3. In the event the Applicant is not represented, the Chair will remind the Applicant that 

they can be represented by a legal representative at their own expense. 

 

4. The Technical Officer (Licensing), Worcestershire Regulatory Services will present the 

report. 

 

5. The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all parties to the proceedings 

to put any relevant questions to the Technical Officer. 

 

6. The Chair will invite the Applicant and/or their representative to present their case and 

call any witnesses.  

 

7. The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all parties to the proceedings 

to put any relevant questions to the Applicant and/or their representative. 

 

8. The Chair will invite the Responsible Authorities to present their representations. New 

representations must not be raised. 

 

9. The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee and all parties to the proceedings 

to put any relevant questions to the Responsible Authorities. 

 

10. All Other Parties to the proceedings will be invited to present their representations or 

elect a spokesperson to speak on their behalf. New representations must not be raised.  

 

11. The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee, the Applicant / Applicant’s 

representative and the Responsible Authorities to put any relevant questions to the 
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Other Parties 

 

12. The Other Parties will be invited to sum up.  

 

13. The Responsible Authorities will be invited to sum up.  

 

14. The Applicant and/or their representative will be invited to sum up.  

 

15. The Chair will ask the Legal Advisor if there is any legal advice to be given.  

 

16. The Council’s Legal Advisor will inform all those present of the right to appeal and that, 

an appeal against the Sub-Committee’s decision must be lodged within 21 days of the 

date on which written confirmation of the decision is received by the Applicant. 

 

17. The Chair will close the Hearing so that the Sub-Committee can reach its decision in 

private. 

 

18. The Sub-Committee’s decision will be confirmed in writing to the Applicant and those 

parties who made representations within 5 working days.  

 

 

Please Note: 

 

1. Each application coming before the Licensing Sub-Committee will be treated on 

its own merits, and the Sub-Committee will take its decision based upon: 

a) the promotion of the four licensing objectives, as given by the Licensing 

Act 2003, namely: 

i. the prevention of crime and disorder; 

ii. public safety; 

iii. the prevention of public nuisance; and 

iv. the protection of children from harm;   

 

b) Redditch Borough Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy; 

c) guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003; and 

d) the Licensing Act 2003. 

 

2. Decisions may be taken in the absence of the Applicant or any other party. All 

notices and representations received from absent parties will be considered. 

 

3. Late evidence will only be considered with the agreement of all parties present. 

 

4. An appeal against the Sub-Committee’s decision must be lodged within 21 days 

of the date on which all parties were notified in writing of the decision of the 

Licensing Sub-Committee. 
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Thursday, 2nd October, 2025 

2.00 pm 

Oakenshaw Community Centre 

 

 

Agenda Membership: 

 Cllrs: Andrew Fry 
David Munro 
 

Gary Slim 
 

 

1. Election Of the Chair   
 

2. Apologies   
 

3. Declarations of Interest   
 

4. Application for the Grant of a Premises Licence - Tesco Express, 153 Birchfield 
Road Redditch B97 4LE (Pages 5 - 32)  

 

5. Exclusion of the Public and Press   
 

Should it be necessary, in the opinion of the Borough Director, during the course of 
the meeting to consider excluding the public from the meeting on the grounds that 
exempt information is likely to be divulged, it may be necessary to move the following 
resolution: 
 
“that under S.100 I of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local 
Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, the public be excluded 
from the meeting for the following item(s) of business on the grounds that it/they 
involve(s) the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the following 
paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12 (A) of the said Act, as amended: 
  

· Paragraph 1 – Any Individuals 
· Paragraph 2 – Identity of Individuals 
· Paragraph 3 – Financial or Business Affairs 
· Paragraph 7 – The Prosecution of a Crime.” 



 

 

REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

2ND OCTOBER 2025 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

TESCO EXPRESS, 153 BIRCHFIELD ROAD REDDITCH B97 4LE 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Director: Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services 

Contact Officer: Paul Morrish 

Technical Officer (Licensing) 

01905 822799 

enquires@worcsregservices.gov.uk 

Ward(s) affected: Headless Cross and Oakenshaw 

Appendices: Appendix 1 – Application Form / plan of premises 

Appendix 2 – Representations from other persons 

 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1. To consider and determine an application for grant of a premises licence in respect of 

 

Tesco Express 

135 Birchfield Road 

Redditch 

Worcestershire 

B97 4LE 

A copy of the application and plan of the premises, is attached at Appendix 1. 
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2. BACKGROUND 

2.1. On 15 August 2025 an application was received from Tesco Stores Limited for grant of a 

premises licence in respect of 

Tesco Express 

135 Birchfield Road 

Redditch 

Worcestershire 

B97 4LE  

2.2. The application contained all the requisite documentation including the fee and a plan of 

the premises. 

2.3. It can be confirmed that the application has been advertised in accordance with the 

requirements of the Licensing Act 2003 and associated regulations and that the application 

has also been served on all responsible authorities. 

2.4. The applicant is applying for the following licensable activities:- 

Activity Days From 
 

To  

Late Night Refreshment  Everyday 23:00 - 00:00  

Sale of Alcohol  Everyday 06:00 - 00:00  

 

2.5. The designated premises supervisor identified in the application is Mr Steven Nicholas 

Andrzejuk. 

3. REPRESENTATIONS 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 

3.1. No representations have been received from any of the responsible authorities notified of 

the application.  

OTHER PERSONS 

3.2. Two valid representations have been received from other persons. Concerns are raised 

relating to each of the Licensing objectives, and are attached at Appendix 2. 

4. LOCAL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1. The Sub-Committee should have regard to the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 

under the Licensing Act 2003.   

4.2. The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy is available to download from the Council’s 

website or to request a hard copy, contact Worcestershire Regulatory Services on 01905 

822799 or email enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk  
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5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1. The Sub-Committee is obliged to determine this application with a view to the promotion of 

the licensing objectives which are: 

  the prevention of crime and disorder; 

  public safety; 

  the prevention of public nuisance; 

  the protection of children from harm. 

5.2. In making its decision, the Sub-Committee is also obliged to have regard to the guidance 

issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the 

Council’s own Statement of Licensing Policy. 

5.3. The Sub-Committee must also have regard to the representations made and the evidence 

it hears. 

5.4. The Sub-Committee must take such of the following steps as it considers appropriate for 

the promotion of the licensing objectives: 

(a)  Grant the application as requested 

(b)  Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding to them. 

(c)  Reject the application in whole or in part. 

5.5. The Sub-Committee is asked to note that it may not modify the conditions or reject the 

whole or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to do so. It must 

actually be appropriate in order to promote the licensing objectives. 

5.6. All parties to the hearing will be notified of the Sub-Committee’s decision in writing within 

five working days of the conclusion of the hearing. 

5.7. Any party aggrieved by a decision taken by the Sub-Committee may appeal against the 

decision to a Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of being notified of the decision in writing. 

5.8. The hearing should be conducted in accordance with the agreed procedure. 

6. FOR DECISION 

6.1. The Sub-Committee must consider and determine the application. 
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(Insert name(s) of applicant)
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 APPENDIX 2 – REPRESENTATIONS FROM OTHER PERSONS 
 

 

1. 

From: Julie Jarvis  
Sent: 16 August 2025 22:01 
To: WRS Enquiries <enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk> 
Subject: Subject: Objection to Licensing Application – Tesco, 135 Birchfield Road, Redditch 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I wish to object to the licensing application submitted by Tesco Stores Limited for 135 
Birchfield Road, Headless Cross, Redditch (alcohol sales until 00:00 daily and late-night 
refreshment 23:00–00:00). 

When first discussed, residents were informed the new shop hours would cease at 22:00, 
which was reasonable. Extending this to midnight undermines several Licensing Act 2003 
objectives: 

• Prevention of public nuisance – midnight sales will cause late-night noise, loitering, 
and disturbance in a residential area. 

• Prevention of crime and disorder – longer hours increase risks of antisocial behaviour 
and alcohol-related incidents. 

• Public safety – midnight availability raises the likelihood of disorder around the 
premises. 

• Protection of children from harm – families living nearby would be exposed to late-
night disruption. 

I therefore respectfully request that the licensing hours be restricted to no later than 22:00 
(10pm), in line with the original proposal. 

Yours faithfully  

Julie Jarvis 
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 APPENDIX 2 – REPRESENTATIONS FROM OTHER PERSONS 
 

2. 
 
From: Helen Colcombe  
Sent: 17 August 2025 09:41 
To: WRS Enquiries <enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk> 
Subject: Objection – Tesco Stores Ltd, 135 Birchfield Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, B97 4LE 

Subject: Objection – Tesco Stores Ltd, 135 Birchfield Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, B97 
4LE 

Dear Licensing Team, 

I am a resident of XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX Headless Cross and I wish to object to the licensing 
application made by Tesco Stores Ltd for the premises at 135 Birchfield Road. 

When the development was first proposed, it was made clear to the community that the store 
would open between 06:00 and 22:00. This felt like a fair compromise: long enough hours to 
serve the local area, but not so late that it would disturb residents. It is extremely disappointing 
that, before the store has even opened, Tesco is now seeking to extend alcohol sales until 
midnight and to serve food until 23:00–00:00. 

This represents a significant departure from what was originally communicated and will have a 
direct negative impact on local residents. 

1) Prevention of public nuisance 

• Birchfield and Feckenham Roads are residential streets where families, young children 
and older residents live. Midnight closing will introduce late-night traffic, public noise, 
car doors slamming, headlights and people coming and going at a time when the 
neighbourhood is otherwise quiet. 

• The late provision of food and alcohol encourages loitering, eating and drinking outside, 
and littering that we already see around convenience outlets in the town, including on 
Evesham Road in Headless Cross which is less than 5 minutes’ walk away. Bringing this 
to Birchfield Road will cause regular disturbance and mess where it is not needed. 

• Many of us chose to live in this part of Redditch because of its quieter, community-
focused feel. Midnight trading is incompatible with that. 

2) Prevention of crime and disorder 

• Redditch already struggles with higher-than-average levels of antisocial behaviour 
and violence-related incidents, according to police figures and these are the most 
common crimes already in the B97 area. 

• Late-night alcohol sales are strongly linked to antisocial behaviour, arguments, and 
confrontations, particularly around shopfronts and car parks. Allowing this new store to 
trade until midnight will inevitably draw some of these problems onto Birchfield and 
Feckenham Roads. 

• Once problems begin, it will be difficult to reverse the trend. The safer and more 
responsible approach is to stick with the 22:00 close that was originally promised. 
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 APPENDIX 2 – REPRESENTATIONS FROM OTHER PERSONS 
 

3) Protection of children and public safety 

• Young people regularly walk along Feckenham Road and Birchfield Road to and from 
school, sports clubs, leisure activities and bus stops. Introducing a late-night alcohol 
outlet here increases their exposure to groups gathering outside and raises the risk of 
underage or proxy sales. 

• Extra vehicle movements late at night create additional safety risks for pedestrians, 
especially at the road junction right next to the store. 

The community was led to expect a store closing at 22:00, which was acceptable to most 
residents. Extending trading to midnight before the store has even opened feels like a disregard 
for the concerns of those living nearby. 

Granting this application would increase noise, litter, and antisocial behaviour in an otherwise 
peaceful residential part of Redditch, particularly along Birchfield and Feckenham Roads. I 
respectfully request that the application be refused and that the originally proposed 06:00–
22:00 hours are maintained. 

Thank you for considering my representation. 

Yours faithfully, 

Helen Colcombe 
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